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ARTICLE BY THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN, PREMIER, MR. DON DUNSTAN, FOR "THE 
t * 
'HERALD", MELBOURNE. 
Too many Australians look on Federal and State politics as minor 
theatre - performances about which they are for the most part only 
mildly curious and for which they rarely buy a ticket. 
One of the most urgent tasks facing political leaders here in the last 
quarter of the twentieth century is to sell more tickets. 
We are fortunate in "W^Mttb never having been shaken by revolutionary 
ferment or torn by the cataclysmic communal, racial or regligious divisions 
that have disfigured modern history. Nor do such upheavals appear likely 
inrthe foreseeable future. 
But, for all that, the problems we now face as a nation and as 
individuals are grave and compelling. 
They will not - cannot - be solved by Governments or any political elite 
alone, however well intentioned. 
I believe, quite seriously-, that we shall survive as a society, at least 
the kind of society of which I or my children want to be part, only if 
there is now the widest debate about our problems and their possible 
solution. 
I am a socialist and a democratic. 
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I attach equal weight to both words. 
I do not presume to judge which system of Government may best suit 
another peoples. 
But I believe &ny system which does not depend on the meaningful consent 
of the governed is utterly unacceptable to Australians. 
As a socialist I am concerned to secure : 
• full and stable employment for those who can work; 
care for the aged, poor and sick; 
education for children; 
balanced development of the nation's resources; 
personal liberty and the opportunity for everyone to develop to the 
full his or her human potential. 
These are the traditional concerns of the Australian Labor Party; the 
prizes for which it struggled through decades of war, depression and 
adversity. 
Its success has been considerable. 
But the achievement of the reformers so far could shrivel and die in the 
face of present perils. 
Most importantly of all we have to be vigilant in the preservation of 
personal liberty. is not a static concept but an evolutionary one. 
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New knowledge and technology are already presenting us with awesome 
problems; those of the immediate future are fearsome. 
We are familiar with the problems of computer technology and what it can 
do to destroy individual privacy. We are still unsure of the solution. 
We are aware that the material requirements of an industrialised, shrunken 
world are poisoning its lands, waters and air. We are still doing little 
more than tinker with palliatives. 
We accept that our present energy resources are finite and trouble 
ourselves with the search for alternatives. But we have as yet hardly 
contemplated the social consequences. 
We can foresee scientific developments that will permit genetic engineering. 
We have as yet flinched from considering what this will mean. 
These are matters which involve us all and which require exhaustive 
consideration. 
The present Federal Government has done much but perhaps the most 
significant thing about December 2, 1972, was that after two stultifying 
decades the way was opened for a renewed serious national debate about 
our goals and priorities. 
There is a fresh breeze. We in public life should be concerned to fan it 
into£*W, force. 
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For instance, should pollutive industries be required to pay a social 
dividend as well as a financial one? Should they be required to include 
in base costs the charges of repatflng ;the environment they spoil. Should 
they be permitted to spoil it at all? 
These are not rhetorical questions, nor do I pretend to have ready 
answers to them. 
The costs of either course are great. My point is they should be 
properly assessed by those affected - all of us. 
After more than 21 years in public life I hold most dear the principal 
I had when I entered it - a belief in the grandeur of the human spirit. 
I rejoice in diversity. 
ii 
I like the din of controversy not the murmgr of conformity. In 
politics, I like a lot of noise, Those who bark have no,, time to bite. 
Diversity is essential to our survival. It is best ensured through 
a parliamentary democracy; messy, inefficient but vital. 
There is, of course, a paradox here. 
A prime function of the State is to impose restraints. Liberty, as I 
said, is a relative concept. 
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We are none of us free to steal, rape or kill. We should not be free 
to exploit. 
There are limitations on the individual, and there must be. 
It is my belief that the controls imposed by the State can be consistent 
with individual liberty^ that the best philosphic framework to secure 
this is that of democratic socialism. 
I believe that this is best implemented through a strong parliamentary system, 
sensitive to the needs of the governed. 
The job before us then - union officials, business leaders, academics, 
housewives - is to speak up. The job of politicians is to listen - to 
provide the necessary structure to ensure that the electorate is heard. 
I am, withal, an optimist. 
The States can provide a satisfying life for its citizens. 
The work of reform is not easy, but the people and their governments 
together can provide for that greatest of goods - private refuge within 
a humane society. 
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